Gibraltar: Challenge, Change & Continuity
The Friends of Gibraltar Oral History Project (1930 to 1970)

Webster, James Brock (Ser 204 / IWM 013205R050

Object description

British telegraphist served aboard HMS Shikari in English Channel, 1939-1940; served
aboard HMS Prince of Wales in Atlantic, 1940-1941; served aboard submarines HMS
Clyde, HMS Safari and HMS Ultor in Mediterranean, 1942-1944

Content description

REEL 1 Background in Truro, 1922-1936: family; education. Aspects of enlistment and
training as boy seaman with Royal Navy in GB, 1936-1938: enlistment in Royal Navy,
1936; character of training and punishments at HMS Impregnable at Devonport; training as
boy telegraphist at HMS St Vincent. Period as boy telegraphist aboard HMS Furious and
HMS Courageous,




1943-1944: joining submarine at Algiers, 10/1943; use of Maddalena as base; contact with
US servicemen; successes on patrol; return to GB via Gibraltar, 1/1944; drafting to
submarine HMS Vulpine on return to GB based on HMS Cyclops, 1944-1945. Reflections
on service as telegraphist in submarine service, 1942-1945: flood lighting of Gibraltar by
Spanish from Algeciras; paint scheme of submarines; storing up rum issue for time ashore;
reputation of crew of HMS P45. Recollections of operations as telegraphist of HMS Prince

of Wales,
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