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Walker, Charles William Thomas (Ser 221 / IWM 030271R08-16)

British aircraftsman served with 172 and 179 Sqdns, RAF in GB and Gibraltar, 1942-1944;
served with RAF Baroda and RAF Digri in India, 1945-1946

Content description




10/1942. REEL 8 Continues: conditions at RAF
Skitten; flight from RAF Wick to RAF Hurn; flight to Gibraltar; impressions of Gibraltar;
description of Gibraltar town; problems with flies and device to control fly population; trips
to La Linea in Spain; presence of Gibraltrarians and Spanish workforce; accommodation
and rations; disposal of old rations from stores; swimming; disguise used to use Officers
Only beach; reasons for aircraft crashes witnessed at Gibraltar; first sight of De Havilland
Mosquito landing at Gibraltar; weather conditions; squadron patrolling; arrival of
Supermarine Spitfires in boxes. REEL 9 Continues: filtering of contaminated fuel cans;
reasons for fire at main fuel dump; lack of precautions when handling fuel; daily routine
and reasons for shutting down in strong wind blowing from Atlantic; incident of drunken
attempt by NCO to fly off Vickers Wellington; prior recollection of difficulties of taking home
leave from RAF Chivenor; suicide of a desperate case who was refused home leave;
division of squadron and formation of 179 Squadron at Gibraltar; overall numbers in
squadron and ground crew; injury of Flight Engineer Officer caused by smoking when

working with fuel; reasons for starting to smoke in India, 1945; problems with Rolls Royce

Pegasus engine; contact with home. REEL 10 Continues: pen-friends; amusing story of
parental censorship; demand for more water in emergency rations; sources of fresh water;
use of sea water for ablutions; reasons for missing drink on 21st Birthday; sniping incident
from Axis agents in Spain; shooting of commanding officer's dog; response to approach of
Axis aircraft; awareness of caves in rock; incident of Consolidated Catalina being blown
ashore on Spanish coast; issue of rifle to guard Italian POWs on SS Neuralia, 1943;
swimming activities and role as swimming instructor; drawing. REEL 11 Continues: art
materials; visits to cinema; sight of actress Vivien Leigh on Officers Only beach; football on
rock; fights caused by drink; sight of German Junkers Ju 52 on rock; nature of drinking
amongst service personnel; character of Tiny Smith and Ron Wilcox; duties of room




orderly; daily working routine; reaction to hearing of first big RAF raid on Berlin, 1943;
degree of knowledge of war situation; visit by King Peter of Yugoslavia in civilian clothing;
advantages of J type dinghy; impressions of Group Captain Carey. REEL 12 Continues:
reasons for aircrew visits to Morocco and Azores; refusal of his offer to search for lost
crew; promotion to Leading Aircraftsman; possible reasons for loss of aircrew on failure of
manual lever to deploy on dinghy; process of inflation on dinghy and contrast between
Mediterranean and North Sea conditions; paying of Spanish fishermen to rescue downed
aircrews; incident of collision of two aircraft; use of Avro York for VIP transport; character
of Rolls Royce Hercules engine compared with Rolls Royce Pegasus; problems caused by
unsigned Form 100; character of Sergeant Goodman; incident of dinghy being damaged
by knife. REEL 13 Continues: introduction of floating emergency aerial using rocket and
kite; dealing with complaint from aircrew; how Rolls Royce Hercules engine improved
survival prospects of aircraft; memories of loss of General Wladyslaw Sikorski in
Consolidated Liberator at Gibraltar, 7/1943; sight of crashed aircraft floating in water and
attempt to launch boat; survivor of crash; opinion of reason for crash of Consolidated
Liberator carrying General Wladyslaw Sikorski; nature of rumours for reasons for crash at
time, 7/1943. REEL 14 Continues: incident of being becalmed in improvised yacht;
accident in which flight engineer Flight Lieutenant Wickenden was killed under wing of
crashed aircraft; use of airbags to lift aircraft; reaction to death of Flight Lieutenant
Wickenden; sight of aircraft and gliders in transit for invasion of Sicily, 7/1943; leave in rest
camp on Gibraltar; rations; types of dinghies used; ceremonial parade; aircraft that landed

with Leigh-Light lowered; arrival of American aircraft. REEL 15 Continues: loading

American equipment; anti-submarine tactics employed by squadron during 1943; squadron
leadership; means of righting a capsized dinghy and how he demonstrated it; questions of
courting and marriage; strain on married men; 'Tiny' Smith's eye operation; missing green
of English countryside; flowers on airfield in spring; replacing tins of waters in dinghies and
introduction of new items; demand for new wing tips damaged in manoeuvring;
replacement of aircraft wing. REEL 16 Continues: cramped conditions working inside wing
of aircraft; comparison between Vickers Warwick and Vickers Wellington; vaccination
against smallpox and prior recollection of effects of vaccination at RAF Wick; effects of
storm on Gibraltar; rumours of return to GB; construction of suitcase from scrap material,
embarkation with Italian POWSs on SS Neuralia; voyage from Gibraltar to GB; sea sickness
and Italian POW singing; boat drill; long term effects on uniform of kippers;
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