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Object description

British NCO served with 4th Coastal Bty, 3rd Coastal Regt at Gibraltar, 1938-1942; served
with 145 Bty, Coastal Artillery in GB, 1942-1944; served with 505 Bty, (Queen's Own
Dorset Yeomanry) RA officer in GB, 1944, served with 30th Field Regt, RA in Greece, ca
1945-1947; served with 124 Field Regt, RA in GB, 1947; served with K Bty, 5th Regt,
Royal Horse Artillery in GB, 1947-1951; served with J and D Btys, 3rd Regt, RHA in West
Germany, Egypt and Libya, 1951-1957; served as NCO and officer with 307 Field Regt
(South Notts Hussars), RA in GB, 1955-1966

Content description

REEL 1 Recollections of background in Monmouth,

REEL 2 relationship with recruits;
sporting activities; use of director and dial site; food rations; canteen; pay; barrack room
and kit inspections; restricted guard duties; recreational visits into Woolwich; passing out
as trumpeter; choice of posting in Gibraltar. Voyage aboard Neuralia to Gibraltar, 1/1938:
prior leave; hammaocks; conditions. Recollections of period with 4th Coastal Bty, 3rd
Coastal Regt, RA at Europa Point Barracks, Gibraltar, 1/1938-1/1942: reception; barrack

accommodation; monitoring by NCOs as boy; smoking cigarettes; relationship with

officers. REEL 3 Continues: relationship with officers and NCOs; characteristics of Mark V
and VIl 9.2" guns including automated equipment and gun drill; role of gun position officer;
training as battery commander's assistant including use of position finder and
meteorological corrections; use of fire director; practice shoots at towed targets from war
stations; role as trumpeter and guard duties; sporting activities; church parades; daily
routine; role as assistant battery clerk; visits into Gibraltar and Tangiers; status as boy

soldier; state of army; question of approach of war and reaction to Churchill speech, 1938;



call up of reservists, 1938. REEL 4 Continues: reaction to radio reports during Munich
Crisis, 9/1938; outbreak of war, 3/9/1939; observation post duty and personnel; move to
war footing; acting as battery clerk; effects of attaining adult status, 7/1940; gradual
promotion to lance sergeant including role as NCO and relationship with ORs; air bombing
attacks from French and Italian aircraft; presence of 'H' Force; routine duties; Italian midget
submarine attacks; anti-aircraft guns; question of morale; working parties to assist in
digging underground defences and facilities; news of progress of war. Return to GB,
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