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Skeats, John Goldup (Ser 208 / IWM 018007R02)
Object description

British seaman trained at HMS St Vincent in GB, 1933-1934; served aboard HMS Revenge
in Mediterranean, 1935-1936; served aboard and HMS Blanche during Spanish Civil War,
1936-1938 ; trained as telegraphist air gunner with Fleet Air Arm in GB, 1938-1939; served
with 818 Sqdn, Fleet Air Arm aboard HMS Furious during Norwegian campaign, 1940

Content description

REEL 1 Background in Willesden, London and Aylesbury, Bucks, 1917-1933: family and
education. Reasons for joining Royal Navy,

, 1936. Recollections of period with HMS Blanche during
Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939: patrolling off Spanish coast; rescue of survivors from
Spanish ship, Canarais; appearance of Spanish Jaime Primero at Gibraltar after crew

mutiny; participation in secret mission at Cartagena; prior recollection of role as director
sight-setter aboard HMS Wild Swan; duties and role as writer; story of how he nearly set
ship on fire during action stations.




escape from shooting accident. Question of medical treatment received. Effects of knee
replacement in 1994. Attitude to having served in Royal Navy in Second World War.
Question of failure to provide proper rations in sick bay. Aspects of life aboard naval craft
including received by Fleet Air Arm aircrew.
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