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Object description

British officer served aboard HMS Jewel and HMS Sevra in GB coastal waters 1939-1941;
served with Naval Section, Special Operations Executive operating Helford River Flotilla in
GB, 1941-1942; commanded No. 1 Special Force in Algeria and Tunisia 1942-1943;
served as Head of Special Operations Executive Massingham Section operating in Corsica
and southern France, 1943-1944

Content description




REEL 6 Continues: Lomenech's
achievements with SIS; story of fate of Lomenech's family; turning down invitation to join
SIS; activities of naval section's Lieutenant Commander Cardle Ryan alias '‘Abdullah Bey'
in Red Sea; story of Bey's sinking of German merchantman escaping from Mesewa; story
of Bey's recommendation for DSO being quashed; recruitment of Bey to Special
Operations Executive; story of Bey becoming security risk. Recollections of period
commanding No. 1 Special Force in Algeria and Tunisia, 1942-1943: background to
posting to Gibraltar in preparation to land arms into Algiers for Allied landings, autumn
1942; role of OSS; attempts to land explosives and weapons from Gibraltar, 3/11/1942-

4/11/1942. REEL 7 Continues: activities of Algiers resistance group and reasons for failure

of Algiers mission; joining Operation Torch convoy; picking up survivors from torpedoed
collier; decision to put Algiers Gaullists in British uniforms under British command;
crashing car during drive towards Tunisia; last sighting of Randolph Churchill as pillion
passenger on motor cycle disappearing into enemy lines; by naval landing craft to
lighthouse at Cap Serat and cutting signals line to French naval base at Bizerte; travel on
horseback towards Bizerte; decision to abandon attempt to reach Bizerte. REEL 8
Continues: taking over Cap Serat lighthouse with members of Algiers resistance; problems
handling local Arabs; reorganising lines of communication; riding into minefield; Italian
probe towards Cap Serat; personnel at Cap Serat; effects of assassination of Darlan;
problems feeding French comrades at Cap Serat and decision to slaughter sheep; arrival
of unit of RAF Regiment at Cap Serat, early 1943; para-naval operations with group "Ten
Little Bears' from Malta to eastern Tunisia, spring 1943.
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