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Revell, Stanley John (Ser 205 / IWM 013206R01-02)

Object description

British aircraftman served as rigger with Special Operations Maintenance Party, RAF
aboard HMS Eagle and HMS Furious in Mediterranean, 1942; served with 3207 Servicing
Commando, RAF in GB and English Channel, 1943-1944; served with 420 Repair and
Salvage Unit, RAF in North West Europe, 1944-1945

Content description

REEL 1 Background in Sawbridgeworth, GB, 1921-1941: family; education; employment;
reasons for enlistment in RAF, 1941; German bombing in Sawbridgeworth area. Aspects of
enlistment and training with RAF in GB, 1941- 1942: call up for RAF service, 5/1941;
pattern of training as flight mechanic, then fitter; posting to 604 Sqdn, RAF at RAF Middle
Wallop, 1942. Recollections of period as aircraftman with Special Operations Maintenance
Party, RAF aboard HMS Eagle and HMS Furious in Mediterranean, 1942: journey to
Liverpool via Kirkham; voyage from GB to Gibraltar aboard MV Cape Hawke carrying
Supermarine Spitfire Mk Vs; arrival in Gibraltar, 21/2/1942; organisation of Spanish
workforce in Gibraltar; opening crates containing Supermarine Spitfire Mk Vs; loading of
Supermarine Spitfire Mk Vs aboard HMS Eagle at Gibraltar, 23/2/1942-25/2/1942; getting
used to naval routine aboard HMS Eagle; ground crew work on Supermarine Spitfire Mk V;
aborting of voyage to Malta, 27/2/1942 to Gibraltar, 28/2/1942; fitting of long range tanks to
Supermarine Spitfire Mk V. REEL 2 Continues: fuel transfer problems and repair of long
range fuel tanks; flying off of Supermarine Spitfires from HMS Eagle, 7/3/1942; what he
learnt of Operation Spotter from Stan Grant; return to Gibraltar to prepare further
Supermarine Spitfires for flight to Malta; unloading of crates; security measures taken to
avoid spying on aircraft; further despatches of Supermarine Spitfires to Malta; method of
setting flaps on Supermarine Spitfire Mk V for carrier take offs; his return to GB aboard
HMTS Narkhunda, 7/1942; embarking aboard HMS Furious at Gourock, 8/1942; character
of HMS Furious; work aboard HMS Furious; problems of lack of fresh water aboard HMS
Furious; participation in Operation Pedestal, 8/1942; sight of sinking of HMS Eagle,
8/1942; return of HMS Furious to Gibraltar; loss of Supermarine Spitfire into sea,
17/8/1942; return to GB,
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