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Mellor, Gordon (Ser 220 / IWM 028650R21)

Object description

British NCO served as navigator flying Wellington and Halifax with 113 Sqdn, RAF
operating over North West Europe, 1942; shot down and successfully evaded capture
using Comet Chain escaping via France and Spain to Gibraltar, 10/1942; served as
Navigation instructor in GB, 1942-1946

Content description










contacts with other RAF evaders;
intelligence activities of French woman; move with RAF evaders, Russian POW and

Andree de Joyce to station; train journey via Bayonne to St Jean de Luz; situation on

arrival and reception; period in safehouse flat; meeting Janine de Greef; walk to Francia
Usandizanga farm used as base for Spanish frontier crossings in Urrugne; preparations;
night walk with Basque guide across frontier; crossing River Bidassoa marking Spanish
frontier; avoiding Spanish border guard post. REEL 21 Continus: avoiding Spanish border
guard post Recollections of journey through Spain to Gibraltar, 10/1942: background to
avoidance of Spanish frontier guards and patrols; cross country route; fog; reception at
farm; return of guides; journey by car to San Sebastion; reception at safehouse; journey in
British consul car to British Embassy, Madrid; reception; presence of other evaders and
escaped POWs of various nationalities; documentation in false identity; train journey to La
Ligna; bus journey across Gibraltar frontier, 26/10/1942. Period in Gibraltar, 10/1942:
kitting out; meeting friend at Coastal Command base; separation from Russian evader;
recreations; telegram to family. Flight in Dakota to GB, 1/11/1942.




nature of course. REEL 23 Continues: nature of course; Recollections of period as
instructor at 1 (Observer) Advanced Flying Unit, Wigtown, 11/1943-10/1945: relationship
with instructors; developing ground instruction; prior promotion to warrant officer;
improvements to navigational exercises; developing direct reckoning ground simulator;
commission as pilot officer, 4/1944; nature of officers' mess; experimental pier heads
intended for mulberry Harbour installations; attending course at Flying Training Central
Instructors' School, North Luffenham, 6/1944, including news of D Day, 6/6/1944, question
of attention span of pupils and improved lecturing techniques; question of second
operational tour; rented married accommodation; VE Day celebrations, 8/5/1944; closure
of station, 10/1945. REEL 24 closure of station, 10/1944; leave. Recollections of period at
Chipping Warden and Swanton, 11/1945-5/1946: arrival and immediate move to Swanton;
formation of RAF Escaping Society; problems during prior attempt to train personnel for
Far East service; establishing direct reckoning ground simulator; promotion to flight
lieutenant, 3/1946. Demobilisation, 13/5/1946. Post-service career: question of remaining
in RAF and diminishing requirement for navigators due to electronic guidance measures;
completing training and career as chartered surveyor; effect of wartime experiences;
membership of RAF Escaping Society, 1946-1995, including dinner to celebrate George
Medal awarded to Andree de Joyce, efforts to assist people who had assisted escapers
and evaders and discovery of fate of various members of Comet chain; membership of
British Bomber Command Assoc.
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