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Cooke, Thomas (Ser 210 /IWM 020885R04-05)
Object description

British clerk served with 5th Bn East Yorkshire Regt in GB, France, 1939-1940; served as
secretary to Lord Gort in Gibraltar, 1941-1942; officer with Royal Army Service Corps in
GB and France, 1942-1945

Content description

REEL 1 Background in Hull, 1920-1939: family; education; employment.




; posting to Royal
Army Service Corps. REEL 4 Continues: Recollection of period as secretary to Governor
of Gibraltar, 1941-1942: background to embarkation, 1/1941; his arrival and reception by
Anthony Quayle; starting work for the governor Sir Clive Liddell; his duties; arrival of Lord
Gort; appointing of Captain Holland as Lord Gort's Chief of Staff; personalities he met;
story of death of friend from Hull in Mediterranean; cheering of warships into Gibraltar after
sinking of the Bismarck, 5/1941; telling Lord Gort about news of Pearl Harbor, 12/1941;
arrival of HMS Penelope; VIPs who visited Gibraltar including Munoz Grandes; application
for commission in Royal Army Service Corps, 1942; Italian frogmen attacks. REEL 5
Continues: story of mishap which occurred to General Sikorski in Catalina flying boat;
problems of aircraft landing; return to GB aboard Llanstefen Castle. Period of officer
training with Royal Army Service Corps in GB, 1942: pre- OCTU course at Clifton College;
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