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Clarke, Eddie (Ser 217 / IWM 026579R05-06-07-08)

Object description

British NCO served with 1st Bn Cameronians in GB, Gibraltar, Italy, Hong Kong and
Malaya, 1946-1951; served as instructor with Lowland Brigade Training Centre in GB,
1951-1953; NCO served with 1st Bn Black Watch in Korea, 1953; served with 1st Bn Royal
Scots in Korea, 1953-1954; served with 156 Transit Camp, Port Fouad, Egypt, 1954-1956;
served with 1st Bn Cameronians in Germany and GB, 1956; served as instructor at
Cameronians Regimental Depot, Lanark, GB, 1956-1958; served as recruiting sergeant in
GB, 1958-1960; served with 1st Bn Cameronians in Germany, 1960-1963; served as drill
instructor with Junior Tradesmen Regt in GB, 1963-1968

Content description




REEL 5 Continues: severe winter conditions and foraging for fuel, 1/1947;
handing over to Seaforth Highlanders; packing kit. Voyage aboard Almanzora to Gibraltar,
2/1947: hammocks; troop deck inspections; lectures; recreations; question of seasickness.
Recollections of period guarding German POW camp and based at Little Bay Camp,
Gibraltar, 2/1947-4/1947: cases of German POW suicide; relationship with German POWs;
opinion of Colonel Eric Brickman and his role in conversion of POW camp to open camp
and accelerating repatriation of German POWSs; hut accommodation; introduction of sheets
for bedding; routine duties and training; sports activities; permission to wear civilian
clothes; visits to bars and fights; recreations. REEL 6 Continues: recreational visits to
Spain including visa procedure, question of brothels and VD, bars, licensing hours and
relationship with Spanish civilians; success of battalion's concert party under Company
Quartermaster Sergeant Billy Fulton; canteen. Period at Four Corners Camp, ca 4/1948-
12/1948: barrack accommodation; guard duties on headquarters and Governor's House;

working parties unloading ammunition and rations in docks; training with potential NCOs'

cadre; promotion to corporal. REEL 7 Continues: organisation of barrack room cleaning
details; relationship with ORs; lectures to corporals and opinion Regimental Sergeant
Major George Ellwood; corporals' mess; drinking habits; opinion of various battalion
characters including Rifleman Joe Armit, Rifleman William Macauley, CSM Galbraith,
Sergeant Docherty and Captains Quartermaster Bruce, R B Bruce and Boddington;
attitude to promotion; background to taking over from detachment of Parachute Regt
aboard ships carrying Jewish refugees turned back from Palestine including filthy state of
ship and use of strict discipline to re-establish order. REEL 8 Continues: background to
taking over from detachment of Parachute Regt aboard ships carrying Jewish refugees
turned back from Palestine including checks for underwater sabotage, supervising
cleaning of ship, return of Parachute Regt detachment and return of ship to Germany;
story of being reprimanded over accusation of warning new corporal of guard of approach
of officer; story of being reprimanded for allowing member of guard party to leave post;
story of lying to CSM to protect rifleman attempting to evade fatigue party and consequent
loss of rank; duties as servant to RSM George Ellwood and reactions to demotion; opinion
of Major A C Mackinnon; preparations for move under control of Quartermaster Captain
Bruce. Recollections of period at Trieste Barracks, Italy, 12/1948-12/1949: opinion of




Colonel Buchannan-Dunlop and his initial refusal to accept condition of new barracks
being handed over by 1st Bn, Royal Scots; prior voyage aboard Lancashire; state of
barracks; local 'bora’ wind; initial acclimatisation period confined to barracks; promotion to
corporal; visits to NAAFI canteen.
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